Indian Rocks Grows as a Community
(Late 1800s to Early 1900s)

B

y the late 1800s into the early 20th century, Indian Rocks, which included the mainland
settlement around Anona as well as the beach strip that we know today as Indian Rocks
Beach, had begun to grow and prosper.

Because many of the pioneer settlers looked to the land to earn a living and considered the beach

to be a mosquito-infested wasteland, most early settlement took place on the mainland side of the
bay. The Wilcox family engaged in citrus growing and landscaping, the Hammock family raised
cattle and the Whitehurst family owned citrus groves. In 1908, Richard Turtle Meares’ son, Richard
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residence and two of his children, Ida and Edward, became the first
children born on the island.
Harvey Hendrick’s ferry, a 20-foot scow, offered regular service
between the mainland and the beach until the wooden bridge was
built in 1916.
Except for a few adventurous children and visitors who came
over to picnic, explore, swim or fish, the Hendrick and Hamlin
families had the beach pretty much to themselves during the early
days of settlement of the area.
The building of hotels and the discovery of the island by wealthy
Tampa residents as a weekend retreat heralded the shift of Indian
Rocks settlement from the mainland to the beach strip, and by 1910
the development of Indian Rocks Beach as a vacation resort and
retreat began.

▲ This turn-of-the-century class
photo shows the pupils with teacher
(back row, center) and several
visitors. This was the second
school building, built on the Meares
property on Oakhurst Road around
1893.

Maurice Meares, Sr., homesteaded on Oakhurst Road in Anona
and earned his living in the fishing industry. In 1912, he founded
Indian Rocks Nurseries.
The first church in the area, Anona Church (which later became
Anona United Methodist Church), was founded in 1872 and was
served in the early years by a circuit rider minister, a practice
common in early Methodism. In 1874, a building that served as
the church and schoolhouse was constructed on land donated by
Capt. Lowe. Lowe also established a post office at Anona in 1883

▼

(previous page)
Harvey K. Hendrick’s ferry services
provided the only access to the
barrier island from the mainland
in the years before the bridge was
built in 1916. Hendrick’s operation
included this wooden raft, which
could accommodate vehicles and
supplies, and a 20-foot scow that
ferried passengers over for a nickel
per person.
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and his son Jeff served as postmaster during the office’s 39 years of
operation.
An exception to the mainland settlement was Harvey K.
Hendrick, son of original pioneer J.H. Hendrick, who in 1884 filed
a claim for a mile-and-a-half tract of land on the island later known
as Sand Key (now Indian Rocks Beach). Hendrick homesteaded
the land for five years before selling half of his acreage to L.W.
Hamlin. Hendrick built the first house on the island as a family

▲ This early photo, taken about
1911, shows Gulf Boulevard looking
north, with Hamlin’s landing – the
site of Hendrick’s ferry crossing
– just out of the picture on the
right. Ulmer’s boathouse (now Bie’s
boathouse) can be seen just beyond
the bend.
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▲ Many of the early beach

cottages were simple but spacious
structures built by wealthy Tampans
to accommodate their large families.

▼ This pre-1915 view looking

south in the Narrows shows Val
Antuono’s house on the upper
right, and Johnny Hendrick’s fish
camp extending into the channel on
the left, at what used to be called
“Johnny’s Rocks.”

▲ Three generations of the

Hendrick family pictured here are
(from left): Top row: Lucy Elizabeth
(Mrs. James Lisenby), daughter of
J.H.; Rosa Kleinschmidt Hendrick,
wife of Harvey. Center row: John
Hall Hendrick, patriarch; Mary Kerr
Hendrick, wife of J.H.; son Harvey
K. Hendrick. Children of Harvey and
Rosa are H. Edward, John Roland,
Ida Mae and Grace Caroline (Nellie).
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